
 

 

To Install Seat Belts in Vehicles Older Than 2002 Model Years 
 

Use the proper seat belt slots on the child safety seat. 

Each seat has at least one correct way for the belt to go. Follow the safety seat manufacturer’s instructions. 

 Rear-facing safety seats may route the vehicle seat belt over or under the child’s feet or lap, while others 

route it through a detachable base. 

 Most child safety seats used in the forward-facing position route the vehicle seat belt through slots at the 

back of the seat. 

Fasten the child safety seat tightly.  

Push the child safety seat down firmly into the vehicle seat while tightening the vehicle seat belt around the 

child safety seat. For a small person, it may help to push down on the seat with your knee. 

 

Test how tightly the vehicle seat belt is holding the child safety seat. 

A seat should not move more than an inch from side to side (or from the back of the vehicle seat) when rear- or 

forward-facing. 

 

Place an infant seat or rear-facing convertible seat so that your baby is reclining about halfway – at about 

a semi-reclined angle (follow manufacturer’s instructions). 

This helps to support an infant’s heavy head and weak neck and maintain an open airway. For passenger 

comfort, the seats of many vehicles slope down toward the back of the seat. This causes a rear-facing seat to tilt 

too far upright. Many seats have a way to adjust the recline position of the seat and an indicator to show if the 

recline angle is correct. If your seat does not have a recline adjuster, a tightly rolled bath towel or a pool noodle 

cut to size and placed under the front of the safety seat, where the vehicle seat and seat-back meet, will help 

keep the baby in the proper position. Do not tilt the seat back more than 45 degrees. 

 

In some small cars, a convertible seat in the rear-facing position may rest against the back of the front 

seat.  

As long as the safety seat is at the proper angle, this is a safe position. (The back of Evenflo infant seats should 

not touch the back of the front vehicle seat.) 

 

Place a convertible seat in the forward-facing position so that it sits upright (follow manufacturer’s 

instructions). 

 

Some vehicle seat belts cause the seat to become loose unless special precautions are taken. Certain 

vehicles, because of the shape of the seats or how the vehicle seat belts are placed, make fastening a child safety 

seat tightly nearly impossible.  

 

Read your vehicle owner’s manual to find out if you will need any of the following: 

 A regular locking clip that comes with all safety seats 

 A heavy-duty or belt-shortening clip that can be purchased at Ford dealers 

 An additional buckle or belt 

 A change in the way the vehicle seat belt works (it might work one way for a passenger but differently 

for a child safety seat) 


