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The Child Policy Research Center serves as a community resource for evidence-based, policy relevant information on the well-being of children in a 29-county region in southern Ohio, northern Kentucky and eastern Indiana.

Community based participatory research (CBPR)

For the last two years, the Child Policy Research Center staff has devoted considerable time and energy to building partnerships with community groups interested in improving child health and well-being. Bringing together health services researchers from Cincinnati Children’s and community groups to improve the health of an identified community (for example, school children, low income families, Hamilton County kindergartners) is the first step toward community based participatory research.

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality has a brand new publication this summer that outlines the basic principles of CBPR, Creating Partnerships, Improving Health: The Role of Community Based Participatory Research.

In traditional research, the community is not actively involved in designing projects. When problems occur, community members may become suspicious of researchers and their findings. In addition, recommendations from investigator-driven research may not be applicable in the target community.  The CBPR approach brings community input early in the process.

Over the past several years, both government and private funding sources have begun providing substantial support for action-oriented CBPR. There is much to learn about effective CBPR. It takes time to build relationships, requires flexible funding and different evaluation components. An article in this month’s American  Journal of Public Health , discusses many of these challenges and opportunities in the area of community based participatory research.

For a PDF copy  of either the AHRQ CBPR report or the American Journal of Public Health article, please go to the CPRC website:  
www.cprc-chmc.uc.edu 
On our web site, first select Publications, then  Projects and Reports,  then Community-Based Participatory Research 
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