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BIRTHS TO TEENAGE MOTHERS 15-17 AND 18-19 IN HAMILTON COUNTY:
1990-1995
     Births to teenage mothers are the subject of
this issue of the CFHS Maternal and Child
Health Report.  The number and percent of
births to teenage mothers ages 15-17 and 18-19
are reported here by neighborhood.  According
to the National Center for Health Statistics, the
teenage birth rates for both blacks and whites
have declined nationwide in recent years,
including rates for younger (15-17) and older
teenagers (18-19).  Despite these recent declines
observed at the national level, the current rates
are still as high or higher than those of two
decades ago.1
     The increase in contraceptive use at first
intercourse and a decrease in sexual activity
among teens, as demonstrated by the 1995
National Survey of Family Growth, is likely
contributing to the recent declines in the teenage
birth rates.2  According to national data, the
proportion of all live births to teenagers 15-19 in
1996 was 12.9 percent.  In addition, the birth
rate for teenagers 15-19 was 54.7 live births per
1000 population in 1996.3  In Hamilton County
the proportion of live births to teenagers 15-19
was 14.0 percent in 1995 and the birth rate was
56.6 live births per 1000 population in 1995.
Please note that the computation of this rate
(56.6 per 1,000) makes use of a 1995 Census
population estimate for females 15-19 in
Hamilton County.4
    Table 1 shows the number and percent of
births to teenagers 15-17 and 18-19 between
1990 and 1995 by Hamilton County
neighborhoods.  In addition, 95% confidence
intervals for the percent estimates are included
in Table 1.  Percent estimates can be compared

across Hamilton County neighborhoods to
describe differences by using the confidence
intervals.  If the confidence intervals overlap for
the two areas of interest, then a significant
difference between the rates is not likely.  In
contrast, if the rates do not overlap then a
significant difference is likely to exist.
     The attached maps show the geographic
distribution of the higher percent areas.  That is,
areas with a percent of  11.5 or higher for
teenagers 15-17 and areas 13.0 percent and
higher for teenagers 18-19 are color-coded on
the maps.  The highest percent areas for births to
15-17 year olds include South Cumminsville,
Lincoln Heights, Queensgate, Evanston and Mt.
Auburn.  The highest percent areas for births to
teens 18-19 include Fay Apartments, Camp
Washington, Lower Price Hill, Queensgate and
Linwood.  The Queensgate estimates are less
precise than the others because of the small
sample sizes.
__________________________________________
1 NCHS 1996 Fact Sheet, Internet, 1996.
2 Health & Human Services News Release, Internet,
1997.
3 NCHS Statistical Rolodex, Internet, 1997.
4 Ohio Data User’s Center, 1993.
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