The Child Policy Research Center serves as a community resource for evidence-based, policy relevant information on the well-being of children in a 29-county region in southern Ohio, northern Kentucky and eastern Indiana.

Mental illness in children in the United States goes largely untreated. One in 10 young people suffer from mental illness severe enough to cause impairment, but less than 20 percent of these receive treatment.

A study by the national conference of State legislatures finds the responsibility for funding and designing mental health care for children falls to state governments.  The study sketches a variety of policy options for states to consider.

Using a scale drawn from the National Survey of Families, the 2000 Child Well Being Survey conducted by the Child Policy Research Center found that 12 percent of children in the tri-state met the criteria for poor emotional or behavioral health.  In addition, several articles in the Cincinnati Enquirer have highlighted the need to increase the availability of mental health care for children.

http://enquirer.com/editions/2000/12/03/loc_children_with_mental.html
 http://enquirer.com/editions/2000/12/03/loc_where_to_get_help.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2001/11/27/loc_childrens_to_expand.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2001/02/10/loc_mental-health_system.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2001/12/26/loc_brothers_treatments.html


To read the report from the national conference of State legislatures got to: http://www.ncsl.org/programs/cyf/CPI02.htm 
For more information about the National Survey of Families go to:  

http://www.urban.org/Content/Research/NewFederalism/NSAF/Overview/NSAFOverview.htm
