The Child Policy Research Center serves as a community resource for evidence-based, policy relevant information on the well-being of children in a 29-county region in southern Ohio, northern Kentucky and eastern Indiana.

Characteristics of Crimes Against Juveniles 

Until recently, it has been difficult to obtain a national statistical picture of juvenile crime victimization.  The Uniform Crime Report system, which has served as the nation’s primary source of information about crime since 1929, has never collected information or reported crime by age of victim, with the exception of homicides. 

The FBI does, however, have detailed statistical information about juvenile victims of reported crimes and it is called the National Incident-Based Reporting System or NIBRS.  NIBRS is designed to become the national statistical database on crimes coming to the attention of law enforcement agencies. It collects more detailed information about individual crimes, victims, perpetrators, and crime characteristics than is available from the Uniform Crime Reporting program, the system it is intended to replace.  

As more jurisdictions begin to participate in the NIBRS a national picture of juvenile crime victims is beginning to emerge.  According to 1997 data from jurisdictions from 12 states:

· Juveniles make up 12 percent of all crime victims known to police, including 71 percent of all sex crime victims and 38 percent of all kidnapping victims.

· Girls predominate as victims of sex offenses and kidnapping, but boys predominate as victims of all other crimes.

· Children under age 12 make up approximately one-quarter of all juvenile victims known to police and at least one-half of the juvenile victims of kidnapping and forcible sex offenses.

· Adult offenders are responsible for 55% of juvenile victimizations, most disproportionately for kidnapping, sex offenses, and the victimizations of children younger than 6 and older than 15. 

For more information on NIBRS data on juvenile victims go to: http://www.ncjrs.org/html/ojjdp/2000_6_4/page1.html
