Teen Birth

Headline

The 2001 birth rate among teens 15-19 years old is the lowest rate ever reported in the
United States. (See Figure 1)

Importance

Teenage parents are more disadvantaged than other teens, and they are generally
unprepared for the financial responsibilities and the emotional and psychological
challenges of early childbearing. A recent study of the consequences of teen childbearing
suggests that the effects of teen motherhood are borne primarily by the children of teen
mothers, followed by the mothers themselves, and by government and taxpayers.'
Children born to adolescent mothers are more likely to be born prematurely, to have a
low birth weight, and to die as infants.” The children generally have less stimulating
home environments and poorer academic and behavioral outcomes then children born to
older mothers® and are more likely themselves to initiate sex at an early age and to have a
teen birth.*

Trends

After an increase in the teen birth rate in the late 1980s, the birth rate for adolescent
females of all ages has declined steadily since 1991. The 2001 rate of 45.8 births per
1,000 females ages 15-19 is a record low and substantially lower than the 1991 rate of
62.1 (See Figure 1). However, because the decline in the teen birth rate in the 1990s was
preceded by an increase between 1986 and 1991, the teen birth rate in 2001 is only
slightly lower than the rate in 1986 (50.2 per 1,000 females 15-19). Declines since 1991
are evident for both younger (15-17) and older (18-19) teen females. (See Table 1)

Differences by Gender

Adolescent males are less likely than females to have a child, due in part to the fact that
females generally have older partners than males, as well as to under-reporting among
males. For example, the teen birth rate for males ages 15-19 in 2001 (18.7 per 1,000
males 15-19) is less than half the rate for female teens (45.8 per 1,000 females 15-19).
The trend in birth rates in the late 1990s is declining for both adolescent males and
females. The adolescent male birth rate, however, began declining a few years after the
adolescent female birth rate. (See Table 1)

Differences by Race and Ethnicity
In the past, black teens had the highest female teen birth rates. However, rates among

Hispanic teens began declining later in the 1990s than rates among black or white teens,
and Hispanic teens currently have the highest teen birth rates. Rates per 1,000 ages 15-19
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