










Birth Rate (per 1,000) by Age, 20021
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1Data for 2002 are preliminary. Birth rates are defined as the total number of births per 1,000 women in each age group.
Note: Data for Hispanics includes all persons of Hispanic origin of any race.
Source:  Hamilton BE, Martin JA, Sutton PD.  Births: Preliminary Data for 2002.  National vital statistics reports ; vol 51 no 11.  
Hyattsville, Maryland: National Center for Health Statistics.  2003.  Table 1.
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Fertility Rates (per 1,000) by Race and Ethnicity, 2001
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Note: Data for Hispanics includes all persons of Hispanic origin of any race. In this case, fertility rates are defined as the total number of 
births per 1,000 women ages 15-44 in each racial/ethnic subgroup.
Source:  Revised birth and fertility rates for the 1990s and new rates for Hispanic populations, 2000 and 2001: United States.  National 
vital statistics reports ; vol 51 no 12.  Hyattsville, Marland: National Center for Health Statistics. 2003.  Tables 1 and 2.
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Table 1  

1950 1960 1970 19802 1985 1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 20024

Total 106.2 118.0 87.9 68.4 66.3 70.9 64.6 64.1 63.6 64.3 64.4 65.9 65.3 64.8

Race/Ethnicity
White 102.3 113.2 84.1 65.6 64.1 68.3 62.6 63.3 62.8 63.6 64.0 65.3 65.0 -

White, non-Hispanic - - - 62.4 - 62.8 57.5 57.1 56.8 57.6 57.7 58.5 57.7 -
Black - 153.5 115.4 84.9 78.8 86.8 71.0 69.2 69.0 69.4 64.5 76.0 67.6 -

Black, non-Hispanic - - - 90.7 - 89.0 72.8 70.7 70.3 70.9 69.9 71.4 69.1 -
Hispanic3 - - - 95.4 - 107.7 98.8 97.5 94.2 93.2 93.0 95.9 96.0 -

Mexican - - - - - 118.9 109.9 110.7 106.6 103.2 101.5 105.1 105.7 -
Puerto Rican - - - - - 82.9 71.3 66.5 65.8 69.7 71.1 73.5 72.2 -
Cuban - - - - - 52.6 52.2 55.1 53.1 46.5 47.0 49.3 56.7 -

Asian or Pacific Islander - - - 73.2 68.4 69.6 62.6 62.3 61.3 60.1 60.9 65.8 64.2 -
American Indian or 
Alaska Native - - - 82.7 78.6 76.2 63.0 61.8 60.8 61.3 59.0 58.7 58.1 -

Age
10-14 1.0 0.8 1.2 1.1 1.2 1.4 1.3 1.2 1.1 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.7
15-19 81.6 89.1 68.3 53.0 51.0 59.9 56.0 53.5 51.3 50.3 48.8 47.7 45.3 42.9
20-24 196.6 258.1 167.8 115.1 108.3 116.5 107.5 107.8 107.3 108.4 107.9 109.7 106.2 103.5
25-29 166.1 197.4 145.1 112.9 111.0 120.2 108.8 108.6 108.3 110.2 111.2 113.5 113.4 113.6
30-34 103.7 112.7 73.3 61.9 69.1 80.8 81.1 82.1 83.0 85.2 87.1 91.2 91.9 91.6
35-39 52.9 56.2 31.7 19.8 24.0 31.7 34.0 34.9 35.7 36.9 37.8 39.7 40.6 41.4
40-44 15.1 15.5 8.1 3.9 4.0 5.5 6.6 6.8 7.1 7.4 7.4 8.0 8.1 8.3
45-54 1.2 0.9 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5

Note: Data for 1995-2001 are based on revised population estimates derived from the 2000 Decennial Census.

3Includes all persons of Hispanic origin of any race.
4Data for 2002 are preliminary.

Fertility Rates1 (per 1,000 Women) by Race and Ethnicity and and Birth Rates1 by Age, Selected Years 1950-2002

Sources: Data for 1950 through 1985 from: National Center for Health Statistics.  Health, United States, 2002. With Chartbook on Trends in the Health of 
Americans .  Hyattsville, Maryland: 2002.  Table 3.  Data for 1990 through 2001 from: Hamilton BE, Sutton PD, Ventura SJ.  Revised birth and fertility rates for the 
1990s and new rates for Hispanic populations, 2000 and 2001: United States.  National vital statistics reports; vol 51 no 12.  Hyattsville, Marland: National Center for
Health Statistics. 2003.  Tables 1 and 2.  Data for 2002 from: Hamilton BE, Martin JA, Sutton PD.  Births: Preliminary Data for 2002.  National vital statistics 
reports ; vol 51 no 11.  Hyattsville, Maryland: National Center for Health Statistics. 2003. Table 1.

1The total number includes births to women of all ages, 15-44 years.  The rate shown for all ages is the general fertility rate, which is defined as the total number of births per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years.  Age-
specific birth rates are defined as the total number of births per 1,000 women in a specific age group (between ages 15 and 44).
2Data for estimates before 1980 are based on the race/ethnicity of the child, from 1980 on estimates are based on the race/ethnicity of the mother.  Before 1980 data for the mother's marital status was 
estimated for the United States from data for registration areas in which marital status of mother was reported.  For 1980 on, data for States in which the mother's marital status was not reported were 
inferred from other items on the birth certificate and included with data from the reporting States


