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Period of observation 

Algorithm for medical management of Bronchiolitis 
in infants less than 1 year of age presenting with a first time episode 

START 
History, physical and 
respiratory assessment 

Toxic or in 
severe respiratory

distress?

Meets 
eligibility 
criteria?

Not guideline eligible. 
Treat as appropriate to 
condition and diagnosis. 

Not guideline eligible. 
Treat emergently. 

Inclusion: age < 12 months, 
first- time bronchiolitis  

Exclusions: CF, BPD, ventilator, 
immunodeficiencies, ICU, 
severe comorbidities 

NO 

YES

YES NO

• Suction 
• Assess respiratory status* 
• Start O2 if SaO2 consistently < 91% 

Single administration trial with 
epinephrine or albuterol 
• may consider if family history 
for allergy, asthma, or atopy. 

Manage without 
medications. 

Improvement?
Consider repeat 

inhalation 
treatments(s). 

Measure clinical 
response. 

1. Admit 
2. Respiratory care 

• suction prior to feeding and PRN  
3. Monitor 

• consider heart/lung monitor during acute 
stage of hospitalization 

• frequent clinical assessment of 
respiratory status 

• spot checks for SaO2 
• if on oxygen, consider weaning when 

SaO2 consistently higher than 94% 

NO

YES

Stable and/or 
improving? 

Meets admit 
criteria? 

Meets D/C 
criteria? 

NO • D/C with parent education 
• PCP F/U 

YES 

NO

Discharge when D/C 
criteria are met 

END

YESNO

YES 

*May use Bronchiolitis 
Respiratory Sheet 

http://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/NR/rdonlyres/B3EC347E-65AC-490A-BC4C-55C3AF4B76D5/0/bronchiolitisrespiratory.pdf
http://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/NR/rdonlyres/B3EC347E-65AC-490A-BC4C-55C3AF4B76D5/0/bronchiolitisrespiratory.pdf
http://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/NR/rdonlyres/0B7B99D7-DB3E-4186-B2FC-71539E23421E/0/bronchiolitisguideline.pdf

