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Treatment Algorithm for Acute Bacterial Sinusitis (ABS)  

Assess clinical signs and symptoms, 
including, but not limited to: 
• blocked or stuffy nose 
• headaches or face pain 
• coughing during the day 
• coughing during the night 
• yellow or green mucus from the nose 

Guideline 
eligible? 

Include: 
• 1 to 18 years of age with 

suspected ABS 
Exclude: 
• under 1 year of age  
• with chronic sinusitis 
• with identified periorbital, 

orbital or intracranial abscess  
• with cystic fibrosis 
• with underlying anatomic 

paranasal abnormalities 
• with ciliary dyskinesia 
• with immune deficiencies 

Not guideline eligible. 
Treat according to patient 
specific clinical condition. 

Severe ABS or 
suspected 

complications?

Consider consult with: 
• otolaryngology 
• ophthalmology 

ABS sx   
> 10 days 
duration?

Prior 
unsuccessful 

tx?

Observe 
without antibiotics 

Consider imaging in 
consultation with 
ENT/ophtho 

Suspected 
complications?

Refer to: 
• otolaryngology 
• ophthalmology 

• F/U within 72 
hours for 
expected clinical 
response 

• Add or adjust 
abx as necessary 

• Explore parental expectations 
• Educate regarding:  
o role of viruses 
o abx resistance 
o avoiding unnecessary abx 
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• 1st line tx: High-dose amoxicillin or 

amoxicillin-clavulanate for 10 to 14 
days 

• 2nd-line tx: cefuroxime, cefpodoxime, 
or cefdinir for 10 to 14 days 

• See text, and Appendix 2 for 
alternative antibiotics  
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