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Algorithm for evaluation and management for Acute Gastroenteritis (AGE)
in children aged 2 months through 5 years

Include: age 2 months through 5
years of age with diarrhea of recent

Guideline
eligible?

Not guideline eligible.

Treat according to patient
specific clinical condition.

onset
Exclude:

« toxic appearance or ICU required

« diarrhea > 7days

disorders

« vomiting with no accompanying

diarrhea
« failure to thrive

« chronic metabolic disorders
¢ hypo/hypernatremic

Antibiotics
(See App. 5)

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 )
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
i * immunocompromised / other major !
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1

Clinical assessment for
dehydration status, by
phone triage or by
examination

(See Table 2, Table 3 and
Appendix 2)

Dehydration Status

Continue with
child’s preferred,

A

usual and age
appropriate diet

A 4

If vomiting, offer
frequent small
feedings

Risk or
evidence of
serious
bacterial
infection?

« Consider probiotics
« No other medications

A 4

Discharge education:
discuss

« return to daycare/school
« risk factors
* preventive activities
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\ 4

SOME
(mild /
moderate)

v

ORS
(See Appendix 4)

y

If vomiting, offer
frequent small
feedings

Sufficient
oral intake
for losses?

NO

 Offer regular diet
when sufficiently
rehydrated from

therapy

» May supplement with
ORS (10 mg/kg per ea
stool or emesis)

A

A

SEVERE

Treat emergently

A

1V fluids or NG ORS
¢ Discuss choice with
family

A

Consider ondansetron if
vomiting

End
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