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Appendix 2:  Antibiotic Therapy for Acute Bacterial Sinusitis  

Antibiotic Dose, Frequency & Max 
Daily Dose Oral Dosage Forms Relative 

Cost Comments 

First-line therapy 

llin 

80 to 90 mg / kg / day 
Max daily dose 2 gm 

taken as: 
40 to 45 mg / kg BID 

or 
25 to 30 mg / kg TID 

Suspension (per 5mL): 
125, 200, 250 or 400 mg 
Capsules 250 or 500 mg  

Chewable tablet:  
125, 200, 250, 400 mg 
Tablet: 500 or 875 mg 

Low 
• High-dose for resistant S. pneumoniae 
• 400 mg / 5ml formulation not covered by Ohio 

Medicaid (June, 2006) 
amoxici

amoxicillin-
vulanate 

ntin®) 

(amoxicillin) 
80 to 90 mg / kg / day  
Max daily dose: 2 gm 

taken as: 
40 to 45 mg / kg BID 

amoxicillin component: 
Suspension (per 5mL)  

125, 200, 250, 400, 600 mg 
Chewable tablet:  

125, 200, 250, 400 mg 
Tablet: 500, 875 mg 

High Maximum dose of clavulanate not to exceed  
6.4 mg / kg / day, to minimize diarrhea cla

(Augme

Second-line therapy (first-line for non-type I a penicillin-allergic patient) 
NOTE:  Tablets and suspension are not bioequivalent and are 
not substitutable on a mg-for-mg basis. 

cefuroxime 
ftin®) 

Suspension: 30 mg / kg / day 
Max daily dose: 1 gm 

taken as: 15 mg / kg BID 
Dosage form: (per 5 mL): 

125 or 250 mg 

Tablet: 
500 mg / day 

taken as: 250 mg BID 
Dosage form: 
250, 500 mg 

High Unpleasant taste (Steele 1997 [O]) (Ce

efpodoxime 
ntin®) 

10 mg / kg / day 
Max daily dose: 800 mg 
taken as: 5 mg / kg BID 

Suspension (per 5mL): 
50, 100 mg 

Tablet: 100, 200 mg 
High Not covered by Ohio Medicaid (June, 2006) c

(Va

cefdinir 
nicef®) 

14 mg / kg / day 
Max daily dose: 600 mg 

taken as: 7 mg / kg BID or 
14 mg / kg once a day 

Suspension (per 5 mL): 
125, 250 mg 

Capsule: 300 mg 
High  (Om

Alternative Agents 

clindamycin 
Cleocin®) 

30 mg / kg / day 
Max daily dose: 1.8 g 

taken as: 10 mg / kg TID 

Suspension (per 5 mL): 
75 mg 

Capsule: 75, 150 or 300 mg  
Med 

• If S. pneumoniae is identified as a pathogen (Anon 
2004 [S,E], AAP 2001 [S]) 

• Use in combination with cefixime or other gram-
negative coverage (Anon 2004 [S,E]) 

(

ceftriaxone 
ocephin®) 

50 mg / kg 
Max daily dose: 1 gm 

taken as: once daily for 5 days 
(Anon 2004 [S,E]) 

Intramuscular High For treatment failure (Anon 2004 [S,E], AAP 2001 
[S]) (R

Type I b penicillin-allergic patient therapy 

clarithromycin 
axin®) 

15 mg / kg / day 
Max daily dose: 1 gm 

taken as: 7.5 mg / kg BID 

Suspension (per 5 mL): 
125 or 250 mg 

250 and 500 mg tablets 
High 

• Not covered by Ohio Medicaid (June, 2006) 
• Unpleasant taste (Steele 1997 [O]) (Bi

azithromycin 
ithromax®) 

day 1 = 10 mg / kg 
day 2 to 5 = 5 mg / kg 

Max daily dose: 500 mg 
taken: once a day  

or 
20 mg / kg once daily for 3 days 

Max daily dose: 500 mg 

Suspension (per 5 mL): 
100 or 200 mg 

Tablet 
250, 500 mg 

High 

• Not covered by Kentucky Medicaid (June, 2006) 
• Not used as standard therapeutic agents due to 

lack of efficacy and/or increasingly resistant S. 
pneumoniae (Gay 2000 [D]) 

(Z

Excerpted from: Evidence Based Clinical Practice Guideline Acute Bacterial Sinusitis in children 1 to 18 years of age  
Publication Date:  7-7-06  
a Non-type I penicillin allergy: more common; characterized by symptoms such as maculopapular, polymorphous rash, arthralgia, or emesis. 
b Type I penicillin allergy: IgE-mediated; rare; anaphylactic reactions result in urticaria, pruritis, laryngeal edema, bronchospasm, cardiovascular collapse, 
and, potentially, death. 
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