Depression vs. Dementia (Kira Armstrong)
Depressed Patients Demonstrate deficits in:
· Motor performance tasks

· Sustained effort or concentration

· Perceptual flexibility

· Abstract thinking

· Performance accuracy

· Reaction time (and therefore, processing speed is also affected)

· May also perform poorly on a MSE, neuropsych testing, and decreased overall IQ score

Pseudodementia

· Label given to psychiatric disorders (e.g., depression, schizophrenia, and hysterical disorders) which cause dementia type symptoms

· Major depression is the most frequent cause

Problems in differentiating depression vs. dementia

· Elderly depressed patients often do not report the affective symptoms of depression; instead frequently present with complaints of memory difficulties

· Depression often occurs as a complication of dementia

THE FINE PRINT:  Caveat emptor!  These study materials have helped many people who have successfully completed the ABCN board certification process, but there is no guarantee that they will work for you.  The notes’ authors, web site host, and everyone else involved in the creation and distribution of these study notes make no promises as to the complete accuracy of the material, and invite you to suggest changes. 


